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Ulla and Heiner PMetzsch have assemiled an art
coliection thit is famous far beyond Germsam' and

Europe — a5 is the villa they share with it. Barlin- |

pased architect Reinhard Muller was entrusted
with planning the Wvilla sPaetzachs. Thie challenge
was o create rooms acocommaodating the neeads
af bodh coliectors and collection. Whils the com-
position of space and lighting serses the art
objects, a cunning integration of living functions
prevents the houss from tuming into 8 musewn,
Thig 15 N0 phace of SESLENcEd ConEmplEon, bt
of close intensity. The net floor space of 970
square metres oday holds a lange number of art
objects to stimukale, puEzle and mspire the n-
habitands amd thes numerous guests. Situated on
a siope above Lake Hundeketilesea, the plot oom-
prises 1,900 square mefres. Its topography allows
w0 Storeys 10 be visible Trom the strest while two
further foors dvarkok the kaka A Sweeping drive-
way takes visitors to the white cube's centrally
ICated emrance. The oy Opans up thnes lessels
The intermadiabe space provided by the céntral
hall with its skylight and gallery gives access to
Foimis resenved for commumication and the con-
ternplation of art objects. Private spaces undold
above and belowe, with the couple’s studies and
pedrooms on the top floor and a8 spacious
wllness area at the Dottom level facing the lake
It includes a swimming poal, saund and
steambath. Disappearing glass elements apen
nis aread 10 the garden. & hyaraulic glass it links
the differant levels to provide quick and easy
aoress The house sets the frame, for the art pre-
serad hens, and 101 the people who Ive here. i
architecture delibarately ignores the dictates of
fashion.
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The piol in Berlin's Sprea-side Ostiaben harbour
comples includes two historcal busldir
ng warehouse and the grain ston

the coo
located immediately an the waterfront. The wene-
housas wene erected in 1913 and wsed for Sior
age untl early in the 19905, whean the demand
for storage capacity daclingd. (n 2000, the client,
VG AG, commissioned Reintard Miller architects
to develop & conversion strateay, The windows
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in the grain stora’s
hishomical shape. At the building’s gable ends, lange
frame-mounted glass panes replaced the ran

dered surfaces and improwved lighting condifons
The western part of the roof Secton had Deen
destroyved in Workd War B, its outside has Been
reconstructed down 1o the 1Bst detail of masonry
MNew dormer windows providing the SoD-foor oS
with Iight are onented on histarical proportions
and integratad into the ongnal layout. The lim-
ted ceiling height in the warehouses posed a
challenge 1o which the architects developed a
imple but eective solution. The standard foor
plan is three hays wide and six bays deep. Intro-
ducing a central opening in the celng extended
thiss space (0 the floor Bbowve, Creating a Spacious
room with an intemal open staircass at the kess
well-ighted core of the Buslding. The Cooling were

howse could store up o 75 million eges, which is
wity it was aiso called »egg-cogling houses, The
cormugated iron claddng did mod form part of the
ortgnal construction and was therefore removed
in th first renovation phase. The architects did
their utmost i reconcila the striking extenior of
the historcal building with nenw uses An gazed
apening with proportions adapted o the bulding™
rvierall Balance was miroduced in the curain walls
of the south- east- and north facades. The south
face was alsn equipped with a glass loure shad-
ing systam. The ofgingl appearance of the re-
marianle west fagade was presenied as a char
actenstic element
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wWarehouse Renovations on the River Spree, Berlin




|

|
A
f,

+
I

= S = TS
ik
B
-
o
!

LS s
—

=
iy g —




.'h“lil e --“1 e

191

anF—

—

Warehouse Renovations on the River Spree, Berlin
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